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(2) PRESENTATION OF DEVELOPMENTS
IN THE FIELD OF SLOVENE URBAN
SOCIOLOGY

dr. Matjaz Ursic,

Assistant Professor, Senior Research Associate,
Centre for Spatial Sociology,

Faculty of Social Sciences,

University of Ljubljana

*

The main reference point of Slovenian
Sociology is the Slovene Sociological Associa-
tion?, which has been active since 1965. The as-
sociation develops and advances the general field
of sociology as an area of professional expertise
and as an academic discipline, and strengthens its
role in the social and cultural life of Slovenia. The
association monitors the study and the teaching of
sociology and strives towards their improvement.
It organizes talks, lectures, and meetings on cur-
rent affairs. For all these purposes, it also pub-

lishes academic works as well as those written for
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a more general readership (SSA, 2016). Slovene
Sociological Association has 12 thematic sections
with Urban (Spatial) Sociology being one of them.

Urban Sociology as a field within the
Slovenian Sociology has a relatively long tradition.
Its focal point is represented by the Centre for
Spatial Sociology? (CSS, 2016), which was es-
tablished in 1969. Originally under the name of
(research) Centre for Local Communities and
(business) Enterprises (CLC(b)E), the centre’s
early activities trace back to the 1960s, when the
centre's later collaborators carried out the first
Slovenian urban sociological study, entitled "Peo-
ple in the new town” (performed in the newly built
city of Velenje — see picture 1). Professor Dr.
Zdravko Mlinar was the centre's founder and
leading researcher until his retirement. From its
beginnings, the centre carried out integrative,
multi-level, and interdisciplinary research into so-
ciety's spatial organization. Individual researches
were conceptualized to transcend the borders of
sub-disciplinary research into urban sociology,
rural sociology, planning, or regionalism, and, in
short, research the spatial development of society

in general.

Picture 1: Building the new city of Velenje

in post-war period
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As early as the 1990s, the centre's staff
"globalized" its research repertoire, focusing on
exploring the dialectical intertwining of local and
global conflicts, and on the synergies of network-
ing actors in the emerging virtual information
space. One of its main research priorities in the
last decade, when the research group has been
headed by Professor Dr. Drago Kos, has been
interdisciplinary research into environmental
problems in the context of the new sustainable
development paradigm. The centre's current ac-
tivities, however, remain focused on integrating a
variety of interdisciplinary skills related to society’s
operation in the spatial domain.

The research group is committed to a
humanist and development mission in examining
the spatial transformations that are to allow
greater autonomy to the stakeholders and over-
come the spatial, temporal, sectoral, and hierar-
chical divisions of modern societies. Based on the
experiences acquired through a series of interna-
tional scientific research projects, the members of
CPS combine their theoretical knowledge with the
practical identification of good practices in the
complex interplay of post-modern spatial and en-
vironmental processes. The long-term research,
carried out by the CPS's collaborators, conclu-
sively indicates that the preparation, management,
and legitimation of interventions into space and
the environment necessarily require the involve-
ment of professionals proficient in analyzing and
researching the "social constructions" of space
and the environment.

The research bibliography of the CPS's
collaborators includes both fundamental re-
searches on the spatial dimensions of the social,
as well as spatial and environmental analyses at

the micro-level of users in the following areas: the
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basic characteristics of socio-spatial development,
the sociological criteria of spatial planning, the
values and identity of space and affiliation to it, the
integration of spatial and social mobility, evalua-
tion of the social effects of interventions into space
and the environment, integration of the spatial
system of the European Union, the impacts of
international migration on local development, pub-
lic opinion polls on spatial and environmental is-
sues, the spatial and environmental dimensions of
sustainable development, the impacts of ICT on
spatial processes, integration of the living and
working environments, the (non)complementarity
of physical and virtual spaces, assessing spatial
plans in terms of "social acceptability" and feasi-
bility, expertise and advice on spatial and envi-
ronmental conflicts, exploring of informal opera-
tion in space. Members of the centre have been
lately also particularly active in the field of com-
parative analysis of urban development in Europe
and East Asia.

Below are presented some of the latest
interesting national and international research
projects carried in the field of Urban Sociology in
Slovenia by Matjaz Ursic or his colleagues at the
Centre for Spatial sociology. The presentation of
main projects is combined with a brief description
of Matjaz Ursic’s field of study and his latest pub-
lications.

Matjaz Ursic is an Assistant Professor
and Senior Research Associate at the University
of Ljubljana, Faculty of Social Sciences. His re-
search interests focus on the processes of so-
cio-cultural transformation of cities and contem-
porary urban phenomena in the circumstances of
globalisation. Important research interests also
include society development, cultural geography,

analysis of (sub)cultures, urban migration and
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spatial systems with particular reference to trans-
formations due to processes of suburbanisation,
deurbanisation and reurbanisation. As a
he

search-developmental projects with city munici-

re-

searcher took part in various re-
palities and art institutions that deal with revitali-
sation schemes and the changing role of city cen-
tres (e.g. project “SECOND CHANCE - From In-
dustrial Use to Creative Impulse” (Program
co-financed by ERDF — Central Europe); project
“SOSTENUTO - Thinking Culture as a Factor of
Economic and Social Innovation” (co-financed by
the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF) and the Instrument for Pre-Accession As-
sistance. MED — Europe in the Mediterranean);
project: “REurban Mobil - Mobilising Reurbanisa-
tion on Condition of Demo- graphic Change” (part
of 5th EU Framework program - Supported by the
European Commission); project: “Civitas Elan
(City — Vitality — Sustainability)” — part of the “7th
EU Framework program: “Mobilising citizens for
vital cities”); project: “Development strategy for an
urban-rural partnership” (ARRS, Ljubljana); pro-
ject: “Eco-Silver House (EE- Highrise) — Energy
Efficient Demo Multi-residential High Rise Build-
ing”, 7th Framework program of EU (7FP)), etc.
Major publications include: “Comparing
urban renewal in Barcelona and Seoul: urban
management in conditions of competition among
global cities” (Asia Europe Journal — Springer,
2012); “The role of traditional marketplaces in the
post-industrial city — A comparative analysis of
influences of urban renewal in Korea and Europe”
(Trinity College Dublin, Trauben Turin, 2013);
“Subcultures as a Factor of Urban Regeneration —
Managing Cultural Diversity in the city Center of
Ljubljana” (Berliner Wissenschafts-Verlag, Berlin,

2009); The Problem of “Expert Interpretative
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Vacuum” in Media Discourses — Discourse Analy-
sis of Texts on Ljubljana Urbanism (Frank & Tim-
me, Berlin, 2008); Anti-urbanism as a Way of Life
(University of Ljubljana, Ljubljana, 2007, co-author
with Marjan Hocevar); Urban Spaces of Con-
sumption (University of Ljubljana, Ljubljana,
2003); Compact and Spread City — Global Net-
works and Local Differences (KulturVerlag Polzer,
Salzburg, 2002).

For more information regarding possible
research and academic cooperation feel free to
contact the author via following email: mat-

jaz.ursic2@guest.arnes.si
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1) For more about Slovenian Sociology see:

»http://www.sociolosko-drustvo.si/english/«.

2) For more about the Centre for Spatial Sociology
(CSS) see:

http://www.fdv.uni-lj.si/en/research/research-centr

es/department-of-sociology/centre-for-spatial-soci

ology”
or Matjaz Ursic web page on:

“http://www?2.arnes.si/~mursicl4/pageMU-SLO-E
NGLISH4.html".
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